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Pa. Deputy Att’y Gen’! 
| January’s Guest Speaker 


BARRY KOHN TO REVIEW 1977 PROGRAM FOR REPEAL OF 
STATUTE #3124, THE ANT| CONSENSUAL SODOMY LAW 


We are very.fortunate to have with us, as our guest speaker, at our next 
general meeting (Sunday, January 23rd, 2:00pm) Mr. Barry Kohn, Pennsylvania Deputy 
Attorney General. Barry has been assisting the Legislative Committee of the 
Governor's Council for Sexual Minorities and is primarily responsible for the 
drafting of the new bill to repeal statute No. 3124 which prohibits voluntary 
deviate sexual intercourse (sodomy, fellatio, cunnilingus, or anything other than 
standard heterosexual penis to vagina sexual intercourse), which severly limits 
non-gay sexual variety as well as completely prohibits gay sex. 

Barry's experience in the gay rights movement dates from 1975 when he chaired 
the then Governor's Task Force for Sexual Minorities. Before that he had extensive 
legal experience as an attorney with the Philadelphia Community Advocate Unit, 
which he noe heads. Other experience includes Peace Corps work in Panama; and 
working with the Puerto Rican community in Philadelphia. 

Aside from his experience, Barry is an engaging speaker and devoted friend of 
the Pennsylvania Gay Community. Do not miss this important appearance! @ 


A Letter to the Former Editor..... 











December 16, 1976 
Dear Helmuth: 


A standing ovation to you, Helmuth, for an unparalleled job with 

the newsletter. The December issue is the best ever, and particularly 
for those of us who are unable to attend as many meetings as we'd 
like, this marvelous communication does make us a part of the group. 


Sincerely, 
(signed) Bob Bahr 


Although the Editorship of the LE-HI-HO News is in transition, we can assure you 

that the format and quality that in 1976 became it's hallmark will be continued. 

And on behalf of the entire organization, thanks Helmuth, for setting such a high 
standard. 


The Board of Directors 
CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LE-HI-HO NEWS......SPONSOR AN ISSUE OF YOUR LE=HI-HO NEWS 











Dates to Note.......... 


january...18... tuesday, 7:00pm, LE-HI-HO Board of Directors Meeting, Agenda 
includes election of new officers and division of other duties. 
For information call Ken at 215-264-7770.* 


23...Sunday, 2:00pm, LE-HI-HC General Meeting. Guest Sveaker to be 
Barry Kohn, Pennsylvania Deputy Attorney General (see front 
page). At the Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley, 701 
Lehauweki Ave., Fountain Hill section of Bethlehem, Pa. For 
information call Ken. 


29...saturday, 1:00pm, Tentative, Governor's Council Legislative 
Committee meeting. For information call Ken, 


february...4... rriday, Governor's Council meeting, State College. New members 
to be elected. For information call Ken. 


5 Saturday, 1:00pm, Pa. Rural Gay Caucus meeting, at 101 North 
Spring St., Middletown, Pa. For information call Joe/Rick at 215- 


12...saturday, LE-HI-HO Valentine's Day Dance at the Unitarian Church 
of the Lehigh Valley. For information call Joe/Rick. 


1]...Deadline for February LE-HI-HC News submissions. 
20... sunday, 6:00pm, Gay Coordinating Society of Berks County general 


meeting, at 147 North 10th Street (3rd Floor), Reading, Pa. For 
information call Joe/Rick. 











20-23...sunday thru Wednesday. First Annual Convention of FORO (the Italian 
national gay rights organization) in Rome; with a demonstration at 
the Vatican on the 23rd (Ash Wednesday). 


23...Wednesday, 7:00pm, Tentative LF-HI-HO Board of Directors meeting. 
For information call Ken/Lou,er Bob at 215-866-6390. 


21...sunday, 2:00pm, LE-HI-HO General Meeting. Tentative program to be 
"Transvestism and Transexualism", At the Unitarian Church of the 
Lehigh Valley. For information call Ken/Lou. 


march.....16...wednesday, Governor's Council Meeting, Harrisburg. For information 
call Ken, 


2/7...Sunday, 2:00pm, LE-HI-HO General Meeting. Tentative program to be 
"Gay People and Alcoholism", At the Unitarian Church of the Lehigh 
Valley. For information call Ken/Lou. 


*Officer positions to be filled are Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer. 
These positions must be filled, according to the By-Laws by members of the 
Board of Directors. Other positions to be filled include Archivist, Auditor, 
Fditor, Librarian, Programming Coordinator, Speaker's Bureau Coordinator, 


Social Activities Coordinator, and Welcoming Coordinator from among all the 
voting membership. 


PERIODICALS REPORT: by Rick Balmer 
Gay Jocks — 
Revisited 

_ Masculinity and 
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The recent media blitz on gay athletes (Dave Kopay, Tom Waddell) prompted 
lifornia State University at Northridge Professor of Social Psychology Richard 
ith and student athlete Brian Garner to undertake a study. As reported in the 
nuary issue of Human Behavior (vol.6, no.1), the researchers admitted surprise 
finding a higher incidence of homosexual:activity among college athletes than 
yone ever suspected. The initial problem was in finding anyone open enough to 
terview, so they ended up tracking down via rumor one team at a large univer- 
ty. Of the 35 athletes they had collected rumors about, 25 were willing to 
Swer questionnaires after assurances of anonymity for themselves, their sport 
d school. 64% had engaged in mutual masturbation with another male, 60% in 
llatio, and 20% had engaged in sodomy. The rest of the team, about whom there 
d been no rumors, were also surveyed, with results of 40% engaging in fellatio 
d 17% in sodomy. Similar results came from a study at another university. The 
searchers then decided to give up rumor as a lead and try something more | 
atistically meaningful. They chose an NCAA sport at three large universities 

which no rumors led, with the coaches giving out the questionnaires, believing 
em to be surveys of sexual attitudes of athletes and also assured of anonymity. 
of 111 questionnaires came back, with results similar at all three schools: 
% had been involved in gay sex at least twice in the previous two years. Smith 
d Garner projected from these data alone that between 26% and 54% of all 
llege athletes in this sport at western U.S. universities have engaged in 
me-sex sexual relations. Even by applying the most stringent limitations on 
ta possible, the figure was lowered to between 15% and 34% having engaged in 
al or anal sex. 

What is ultimately significant, however, was that only 8% of the athletes 
rveyed considered themselves homosexual, a figure typical of the general pop- 
ation. The rest considered themselves primarily or exclusively heterosexual, 
th those engaging in gay sex also heterosexually active. While some will ques- 
on the generalized application of such data, the results are strong and reflect 
ry well the contrast between those two catagories confused by most people, 
xual Behavior and Sexual Orientation. What one does with one's genitals does 
t always parallel the affectional and sexual preference which is centered in 
e head and heart--a given situation or opportunity may be most influential at 


any given point in time without influencing one's long-term orientation. But be- : 
cause these two catagories cannot be kept distinct, because hetero- and homosexuals 
cannot be separated into two distinct groups, like sheep and goats, because the 
issue of who is homosexual, bisexual, etc, is not cut and dried, there arise in 
many people those fears and misconceptions that form the basis of homophobia in 
our culture. If, in the long, gradual, educational aspect of Gay Liberation, an 
understanding of Sexual Behavior vs. Sexual Orientation can be conveyed to people, 
much long range progress will have been made. The January issue of Psychology 
Today (vol.10, no.8) reports on a questionnaire survey of views on Masculinity, as 
answered by 28,000 readers. While such a group could not be typical of the general 
povulation (they are younger and more liberal), Carol Tavis indicates in her ar=- 
ticle that there is a general blurring of those qualities traditionally or stereo- 
typically labelled "masculine" or "feminine", although any kind of androgynous goal 
is obviously a bit distant in the future. Of interest to us are the opinions on 
Masculinity vs. Homosexuality. Of those surveyed, 68% of the men were exclusively 
heterosexual, 18% hetero- with homosexual experience, 6% bisexual, 5% homo- with 
heterosexual experience, and 3% exclusively homosexual. All these catagories 
generally agreed on the traits of the "ideal man", with the exception that the 

more homosexual experience a man had, the more importance he placed on physical 
attractiveness, warmth and intelligence, on the ability to love, and on sexual 
fidelity. Homosexual men were, however, more likely to say they had never been in 
love and to have had more sexual partners, to value the ability to cry, to devalue 
competitiveness, to regard themselves as less"masculine" than average, and more 
"feminine" than average. This was reflected in their being less prone to violence, 
less likely to own guns, or to follow or participate in sports. Gay men were also 
politically mor liberal and more in favor of men's and women's liberation. 

Some will see these results as substantiating many of the myths about gay men, 
but while this is partially true, there is not necessarily any negative connota- 
tion. Indeed, I see many positive things therein. As it becomes more and more 
probable that the blurring of stereotypically gender-linked qualities will benefit 
society and our culture in particular, the fact that gay women and men appear to 
be in the vanguard of this androgynous contingent can be seen in a far more posi-~ 
tive light. Father John McNeill (The Church and the Homosexual, reviewed last 
month) saw this as perhaps even part of the divine role of the Homosexual on earth 
---to help free heterosexuals from their gender-linked limitations, While many 
heterosexuals profess to aim for these goals, it is quite clear that gays are in 


the lead, and we should be proud of it}®@ 


The Librar ySpotiight.... The reviews of Tennessee Williams' Memoirs (Bantam, New 
York, 1975) all emphasized the honesty and raw candor with which America's famous 
playwright penned these pages, and candid indeed they are. Williams is open about 
his sex life (which ranged from nameless young men to his lover of 14 yrs., Frank 
Merlo), about his addiction to pills and alcohol, his mental breakdown, and about 
his likes and dislikes in the world of theatres, directors and actors. As expected, 
luminaries like Garbo, Magnani, Brando, Bankhead, Vidal, Capote and Hemingway are 
part of his reminiscing, and they along with the tale of the rise (and fall) of his 
career do make interesting reading. His style is chatty and occasionally witty, 
with a flashback technique which creates confusing chronology but yet an interest- 
ing perspective as contrast to a kind of daily diary while he was writing the : 
memoirs between 1972 and 1975. One could wish for more insight into the authors 

own creative processes, although he apologizes for not being able to express such 
matters. And for a relationship that was such a major part of his life, one could 
wish for a more detailed characterization of Merlo, who pops in and out of the 
story line but doesn't become a human being until he's dying of cancer. One could 
wish perhaps that Williams would deceive us and not admit that he ground out these 
memoirs for the money. With that given situation, it's a pleasure to find them at 
least entertaining and readable, if not overly enlightening.® 
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